THE CORONATION OATH
and that his coach was drawn sorrowfully to the quay where he
was to embark for England.
FitzWilliam's behaviour in Ireland was heartily disapproved of
by the King; and on February 6th he submitted to Pitt what he
called ' a rough paper,' in which he defined his own position in
the question of emancipation at some length.
Having yesterday, after the Drawing Room, seen the Duke of
Portland, who mentioned the receipt of letters from the Lord-
Lieutenant of Ireland, which, to my greatest astonishment, propose
the total change of the principles of government which have been
followed by every administration in that kingdom since the ab-
dication of King James the Second, and consequently overturning the
fabric that the wisdom of our fathers esteemed necessary, and which
the laws of this country have directed; and thus, after no longer
stay than three weeks in Ireland, venturing to condemn the labours
of ages, and wanting an immediate adoption of ideas which every
man of property in Ireland and every friend to the Protestant
Religion must feel diametrically contrary to those he has imbibed
from his earliest youth.
Undoubtedly the Duke of Portland made this communication to
sound my sentiments previous to the Cabinet Meeting to be held
to-morrow on this weighty subject, I expressed my surprise at the
idea of admitting the Roman Catholics to vote in Parliament, but
chose to avoid entering further into the subject, and only heard the
substance of the propositions without giving my sentiments. But
the more I reflect on the subject, the more I feel the danger of the
proposal, and therefore should not think myself free from blame if
I did not put my thoughts on paper even in the present coarse shape,
the moment being so pressing, and not sufficient time to arrange
them in a more digested shape previous to the Duke of Portland's
laying the subject before the Cabinet.
Ireland varies from most other countries by property residing
almost entirely in the hands of the Protestants, whilst the lower
orders of the people are chiefly Roman Catholics. The change
proposed must, therefore, disoblige the greater number to benefit
a few, the inferior orders not being of rank to gain favourably by
the change. That they must also be gainers, it is proposed that an
army be kept constandy in Ireland, and a kind of yeomanry, which
in reality would be Roman Catholic police corps, established, which
would keep the Protestant interest under awe.
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